THOUGHT AND LIFE

dependent wholly on their will to recognize them.
An exposition of Pragmatism is for them a s reality'
which does not count: it is not worth knowing about.
And this is only natural, after all For * reality/ the
object of the mind's search, is always a selection,
conceived after the likeness of the heart's desire,
the product of a human purpose.

To recognize this is to appreciate the wisdom of
Humanism's refusal to treat the world, for good or
bad, as a given and completed whole. For not only
is what we call the real world always a selection
from a larger whole from which we have ventured
to exclude great masses of irrelevance, but every
day brings fresh experience, and may bring fresh
enlightenment. And since man has always an
interest in improving his condition, is it not futile
to forbid him to re-make his world as best he can ?
Why prematurely claim to have reached finality,
when unexpected novelties may shatter any system
before it is even completed ? Our world is plastic,
it is most 'really' what we can make of it,
and the process of our making is not ended.
Whether a decree of Fate has fixed any ultimate
limits to our efforts we have no means of knowing,
and no occasion to assume. Is not our wisest
course, then, to persist in trying? It is bad
method ever to despair of knowing what we need.
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